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Benefits of reading
Early reading ignites creativity, sparks curiosity and stimulates imagination

Reading helps to grow self-confidence and independence

Reading expands children’s vocabulary and knowledge 

Reading can give children comfort, reassurance, confidence, security, relaxation, 
happiness and fun. 



What Ofsted says about reading
‘During all inspections of infant, junior, primary and lower-middle schools, inspectors 
must focus on how well pupils are taught to read as a main inspection activity.’ 

Inspectors want to see that reading is a top priority across the school for all children 
‘regardless of their background, needs or abilities.’ 

In the EYFS there are four primary concerns that Ofsted expects to see addressed.

❖ Fostering a love of reading 

❖ Having a secure, systematic, synthetic phonics programme.

❖ Creating opportunities for children to read books that match the phonics stage taught.

❖ Effective use of assessment.



How to read with your child - handling
❖ Practise handling books
❖ Share the front cover with your child. What do they think it could be 

about? Who is the author? Can they recognise any sounds / words? 
Can they make any predictions?

❖ Share the back of the book, the ‘blurb’. What does it tell them about 
the book?

❖ Let them hold the book and turn the pages. Guide them through the 
pages one at a time. 



How to read with your child - pictures
Prompting your child to ‘read’ the pictures of a book gives them a great 
start. 
❖ Encourage your child to talk about the pictures. Are there any characters in the 

pictures? Can they describe what they see? Can they predict what is happening on 
that page? 

❖ Ask them if they recognise feelings on characters faces through the story.

❖ Challenge them to identify things in the pictures that might prompt new 
vocabulary

❖ At the end of the book can they retell the story in their own words? 

❖ Ask them if they liked the book and if they did, what was their favourite part? 



How to read with your child – sounds, 
segmenting and blending.
Phonics readers. 

High quality texts



Phonics readers Ask children to read these sounds before 
reading the book. 

Ask children to attempt 
segmenting and blending 
these words.



Phonics: Bug club
Bug Club

In systematic phonics the graphemes 
and corresponding phonemes are taught 
just before the introduction of words 
that contain these letters. 

To read these words, children are taught 
to pronounce the individual phonemes 
(sounds) associated with the graphemes 
(letters) they see, and then to blend 
them together to form a word. 



Phonics sessions
Daily carpet sessions

Homeroom

Letter formation

The teaching sequence

❖ Introduce

❖ Revisit and review

❖ Teach

❖ Practise

❖ Apply

❖ Assess learning



Letter pronunciation

An important part of teaching phonics is the correct 
pronunciation of each letter. 

I will send out a video link showing the correct 
pronunciation of phonemes on Homeroom.



Blending

The process is as follows: 
❖ See the word e.g. ‘cat’. 
❖ Break it down into its individual letters (graphemes) 
❖ Pronounce the corresponding sounds (phonemes) for each letter 

in turn: /c/ /a/ /t/ 
❖ Blend the separate phonemes together.



Phase 2 and 3 Phonics - Reception



Phase 4 and 5 - Year 1 Phonics
Level 4 Sounds

Phase 4 
Consonant Clusters

Phase 5
Alternative sounds/spellings

Bug Club units 13-27 include the 
Phase 5 and Phase 6 sounds.



Phase 5 Phonics

We look at the alternative spellings for the sounds they have already learnt. We learn 
the sounds as ‘families’ such as vowel sounds.

The alternative sounds help both reading and spelling. They can be tricky to learn and 
remember so support at home is important. We still use BugClub and send home 
phonics readers every week.

Phase 5 Split Diagraphs



Phase 6 and SPaG - Year 1 Phonics

Suffixes
• -ing
• -ed
• Silent e with –ing and –ed
• -s plurals
• -es plurals

Prefixes:
• Re-
• Un-

SPaG – Spelling, Punctuation and Grammar



Phonics Screening Test
In June all Year 1 children will participate in the screening test to confirm that all 
children have learned phonic decoding to an age-appropriate standard. 

Children read 40 words;
20 ‘alien’ words and 20 real words. 



How to help your child at home
Play rhyme and sound games 
❖ Lots of ideas found on Oxford Owl website - https://home.oxfordowl.co.uk/reading/reading-age-4-5-

reception/

Listen to your child read every day
❖ Although your child might seem unenthusiastic, or you’re sure you’ve read that book one hundred times 

before, try to find time to hear them read every day.

Read to your child every day
❖ Learning to read can be hard work for many children, so it’s important to keep apart some special time for 

enjoying books without the stress of reading. 

https://home.oxfordowl.co.uk/reading/reading-age-4-5-reception/

